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that there was no hope of obtaining a majority in the Council     1853
for the acceptance of the Vienna Note, and that he could not      ----
himself sign it without modification.    He complained of the    ^T* 66 inconsiderate   manner  in   which   the   London  Cabinet   had agreed to the compromising arrangement at Vienna.    It would have  been  better for Turkey, he said, to have yielded  at the first, than after so much support from the Powers to be now unseasonably abandoned.    In reply, the ambassador of ccxxn. England " abstained from making any admissions calculated  lS Aug> to encourage the Porte in its resistance."    But as soon as it was certain that the Note would not be accepted as it stood, Lord Stratford began to search for a middle course.    " Not E.P. II. being authorized to use intimidating language," he told Lord 69 Clarendon, " I felt myself free, indeed compelled by a sense of duty, to suggest some form of decision which might present the character of an acceptance, and yet leave room for such an adjustment of terms as would completely secure the Porte."    His plan was " simply that the Porte should signify its acceptance of the Note under its own construction of the objectionable passages, and for securities rely on the assent and sanction of the  Four  Powers."    Mr.  Alison was at the Porte while the adjourned Council was sitting on the i/th, and as soon as he had ascertained that the Note was going to be thrown out, he offered this suggestion.    It was not accepted.    On the  18th Reshid shewed the Elchi the amendments and the arguments which he had drawn up and presented to the Council, and  Lord Stratford was obliged to conceal his   appreciation   of  the   good   grounds which  the  Turkish minister  had   brought forward   to  justify   resistance.     The Elchi himself had not anticipated so much sound reason to distrust  the   Note.    A painful scene   ensued.      The   Pasha kissed the ambassador's hand and implored him with tears not to " forsake his country in the   midst of such   dangers and distresses."    Lord  Stratford  made one more attempt to procure at least a conditional acceptance of the unmodified Note: but on 20 August the Grand Council of sixty members E.P. II. decided that it could only be adopted with certain specified 7I amendments.
There is no need to describe the Turkish modifications of